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NATIONAL FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard which is identical with ISO 1 4025 : 2006 'Envn jnmental labels and declarations —Type 
III environmental declarations — Principles and procedures' issued by the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards on the recommendation of the 
Environmental Management Sectional Committee and approval of the Chemical Division Council. 

The text of ISO Standard has been approved as suitable for publication as an Indian Standard without 
deviations Certain conventions are. however, not identical to those used m Indian Standards. Attention is 
particularly drawn to the following; 

a) Wherever the words International Standard' appear referring to this standard, they should be read as 

'Indian Standard'. 

b) Comma (, ) has been used as a decimal marker in the International Standards while in Indian Standards, 
the current practice is to use a point (.) as the decimal marker. 

In this adopted standard, reference appears to certain International Standards for which Indian Standards 
also exist. The corresponding Indian Standards which are to be substituted in their places are listed below 
along witn their degree of equivalence for the edition indicated: 



International Standard 

ISO 14020 2000 Environmental 
labels and declarations — General 
principles 



Corresponding Indian Standard 

IS ISO 14020 . 1998 Environmental 
labels and declarations — General 
principles 



Degree of Equivalence 
Technically Equivalent 



ISO 1 402 1 1 999 E n vironmental labels 
and declarations - Self-declared 
environmental claims (Type II 
environmental labelimqi 



IS.'ISO 14021 ; 1999 Environmental 
labels and declarations — Self-declared 
environmental claims (Type II 
environmental labelling) 



Identical 



ISO 1 4024 1 999 Environmental labels 
and declarations — Type I 
environmental labelling — Principles 
and procedures 



IS ISO 14024 1999 Environmental 
labels and declarations — Type I 
Environmental labelling — Principles 
and procedures 



do 



ISO 14040 
m a n a q e ni e " ' 
assessment 
framework 



2006 Environme.ntal 

Li'e cycie 

- ■ Principles and 



IS ISO 14040 : 2006 Environmental 
management — Life cycle assessment 
— Principles and framework [first 
revision) 



(to 



ISO 14044 : £ 
management 
assessrr'.ent - 

guidelines 



006 Environmental 

— L:fe cycle 

Requirements and 



IS ISO 14044 ; 2006 Environmental 
management — Life cycle assessment 
— Requirements and guidelines 



ds 



ISO 1405G . 2002 Environmental 
management — Vocabulary 



IS ISO 14050 2002 Environmental 
management — Vocabulary 



do 
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Indian Standard 

ENVIRONMENTAL LABELS AND DECLARATIONS — 

TYPE III ENVIRONMENTAL DECLARATIONS — 

PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES 

1 Scope 

This International Standard establishes the principles and specifies the procedures for developing Type 111 
environmental declaration programmes and Type III environmental declarations It speafically establishes the 
use of the ISO 14040 series of standards <r\ the development of Type III environmental declaration 
programmes and Type III environmental declarations 

This International Standard establishes principles for the use of environmental information, in aodition to (nose 
given in ISO 14020 

Type III environmental declarations as descnbed in this International Standard are pnmanly intended for use 
in business-to-business communication, but their use in busmesstoconsumer communication under certain 
conditions is not precluded 

This International Standard does not override, or in any vi^ay change, tegalty required environmental 
information, claims or labelling, or any other applicable legal requirements 

This International Standard does not include sector- specjfic provisions, which may be dealt with m other ISO 
documents It is intended that sector- specific provisions in other ISO documents related to Type III 
environmental declarations be based on and use the pnnaples and procedures of this International Standard 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document f or dated 
references, only the edition cited applies For undated teferences the latest edilicn of the refcenced 
document (including any amendments) applies 

ISO 14020 2000, Environmental labels and declarations — Cenofdl pnncipies 

ISO 14021 1999. Environmental labels and declarations— Sei' derJamd pn.iror.men'a! cljima ilypell 
environmental labelling) 

ISO 14024 1999, Environmental labels and declarations — Type I environmental labelling - Pnnciples and 
pmccdures 

ISO 14040 2006'' ', Environmental management — Life cycle assessment — Pnnaples and Irarrework 

ISO 14044 2006''. Environmental management — Life cyle assessment — Requirements and guidelines 

ISO 14050 Environmental management — Vocabulary 



1) ISO 14040 2006 and ISO 14044 2006 cancel and replace ISO 14040 1997. ISO 14041 1998. ISO 14042 2000 and 
ISO 14043 2000 
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3 Terms and definitions 

Fof the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 14050 and the following apply. 

NOTE Terms are not defined where tfiey retain their normal dictKinary definition Where t)otd type is used within a 

definition, itws indicates a cfoss-reference to another temn defined m this clause, and the numt)er reference for ttie term is 
given in parentheses 

3.1 

•nvironmental label 

•nvironmental declaration 

daim which indicates the environmental aspects of a product (3 11) or service 

NOTE An environmental label or declaration may take the fonn of a statement, syr^bol or graphic on a product or 

package label, in product literature, in tectinical bulletins, in advertising or in publicity amongst other things 

(ISO 14020 2000] 

3.2 

Type III environmental declaration 

environmental declaration (3 1) providing quantified environmental data using predetermined parameters 

and where relevant additional environmental information 

NOTE 1 The predeterrnined parameters are based on the ISO 14040 senes of standards, which is made up of 
ISO 14040 and 'SO 14C44 

NOrr 2 The additional enviionmenial information may be quantitative or qualitative 

3.3 

Type III environmental declaration programme 

voluntary programme for the development and use of Type III environmental declarations (3 2), based on a 
set of operating rules 

3.4 

programme operator 

body or bwiips thai conduct a Type III environmental declaration programme (3 3) 

NOTf A programme operator can be a company or a group of companies, industrial sector or trade association, 

publi--. siithcritn-r; 0' sqo'-.cies or an independent scientific body or other organization 

35 

product category rules 

PCR 

set of specify - ,'■' 'or^i;.rements and gu ielin-s fc devpiopmq Type 111 environmental declarations (3 2^ 
fi>r one or Ticr--^ product categones \^ 1.?} 

36 

PCR review 

process wh,>r,.r:y ,i third party (3 10) pane! verifies the product category rules ;3 S, 

3.7 

competence 

derronsfravd -e'S'-rai attributes aid derrors?'a'e:j i&.hty to ape. - ■ .■, -viae s-v-; ^i< ik 

f'SO taoti ^002; 

38 
verifier 

person or tx)dy that carries out verification (3 91 
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3.9 
verification 

confirmation, through the provision of objective evider»ce. that sptatied requuements Uavi- t>een futfiHed 

(ISO 9000 2005] 

3.10 
third party 

person or body that is recognized as tjeing independent of the parties involved as concerns the issues m 
question 

NOTE "Parties involved' a'e usually suppiie' ("first party") and purchaser {"second party') mteresis 

[ISO 14024 1999) 

3.11 
product 

any goods or service 

[ISO 14024 1999] 

3.12 

product category 

group of products (3 11) that can fulfil equivalent functions 

3.13 

information module 

compilation of data to be used as a basis for a Type III environmental declaration (3 2), covering a \int 

process or a combination of unit processes that are part of the life cycle (3 20) of a product (3 1 1) 

3.14 
functional unit 

quantified performance of a product system for use as a reference unit 

(ISO 14040 2006] 

3.15 
interested party 

person or body interested in or affected by the development and use of a Type III environmental declarabon 
(32) 

3.16 

consumer 

individual member of the general public purchasing or using goods, property or services for private purt,>oses 

(Reference \S]. subclause 4 3) 

3.17 

environmental aspect 

element of an organizations activities products or services that can interact with the environment 

[ISO 14040 2006] 

3.18 

environmental impact 

any change to the environment, whether adverse or benefiaat, wholly or partially resulting from an 
organization's environmental aspects (3 17) 

[ISO 14001 2004] 
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:rSen7arS'"gard.ng ,he s.penor„y or equ.a.ence of one product versus a con^peting product 

.'3 ! 1 ) that performs the same function 

[ISO 1404C 20061 

320 

consSve and interlinked stages of a product system, from raw material acquisition or generation from 

natural resources to final disposal 

(ISO 14040 20061 

4 Objectives 

The overall goal of environmental labels and declarations is to encourage the demand for, and supply of, 
those proaucts that cause less stress on the environment, tfirough communication of verifiable and accurate 
information that is net misleading thereby stimulating the potential for market-driven continuous 
environmental improvement 

The obiectives of Type Ml environmental declarations are as follows: 

a) to provide LCA bjsed information and additional information on the environmental aspects of products; 

b) to assist purchasers and users to make informed compansons between products; these declarations are 

not comparative assertions 

c> to encourage improvement of environmental performance, 

di to provide information for assessing the environmental impacts of products over their life cycle. 

5 Principles 

5.1 Relationship with ISO 14020 

!n addition to the requirements cf this international Standard, the pnnciples set out in ISO 14020 shall apply. 
Where this International Standard provides for more specific requirements than ISO 14020, such specific 
requirements shall apply 

5.2 Voluntary nature 

The development and operation of T^pe ill environmental declaration orogrammes and the development and 
use of Type \'' cnvironmeniai deciar.itions are voluntary This Inte'national Standard provides requirements 
for an organi/^tion choosmg to deveicp an-i ooerafe such a programme or to develop and use such 
declarations 

5.3 Life cycle basis 

in the development of Type III environmental declarations, all relevant environmental aspects of the product 
throughout its life cycle shall be take" into consideration and become part of the deciara'ion If the aspects 
considered to be relevant do not cover all stages of the iife cycle then this shall be stated and justified The 
data shall be generated using the pnnciples, framework, methodologies and practices established by the 
ISO 14040 series of standards d e iSO 14040 and ISO 14044) 

Relevant environmental aspects that have not been covered by LCA shall be addressed using other 
appropriate methods 



8 

1 
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5.4 Modularity 

LCA-based data for matenals parts and other inputs ttiat are used in the manu-actufc o' ass.enibly ot othei 

products may be used to contribute to Type III environmental declarations tot those other products In such 
circumstances, the LCA based data for the materials pans and other inputs shall be teterted to as mtormalion 
modules and may represent the whole or a portion of the life cycle tor those matf'iials o< pans information 
modules may be used to develop a Type III environmental declaration or may be combined to develop a Type 
III environmental declaration for a product provided that the information modu!es are adjusted m accordance 
v;ith the PCR for the product category If tne information modules combined to develop a Type III 
environmental declaration for a product do not cover all stages of the life cycle ot the product then any 
omissions shall be stated and justified in the PCR document 

An information module may be. but does not have to be. a Type 111 environmental declaration 

5.5 Involvement of interested parties 

The process of developing environmental labels and declarations should include an open participatory 
consultation with Interested parties Reasonable efforts should be made to achieve a consensus throughout 
the process 

NOTE Taken 'rom ISO 14020 2000 4 9 1. Principle 8 

The interested parties for Type III environmental declaration programmes may inciube but are not limited to. 
material suppliers, manufacturers trade associations purchasers use's consumers non governmental 
organizations (NGCs), public agencies and. when relevant independent parties and ceiiification bodies 

"Open consultation" should take place and is strongly recommended but this does not necessarily imply a 
public consultation The programme operator shall be responsible for ensuring that appropriate consultations 
take place to ensure credibility and transparency in the operation of the programme Competitors of ttie 
organization(s) developing the programme or the PCR may be included m the open consultation 

5.6 Comparability 

Type III environmental declarations are intended to allow a purchaser or user to compare tfie envnonmental 
performance of products on a life cycle basis Therefore comparatwiity of Type 111 environmental declarations 
IS cntical The information provided for this comparison shall be transparent in ordei to allow the purchaser or 
user to understand the limitations ot comparability inherent in the Type III environmental declarations 
(see 6 7 2) 

NOTE Type Ml environmental declarations not based on an LCA covering all life cycle stages, or t>ased on different 

PCR. are examples ot declarations that have i.mited comparability 

5.7 Verification 

To ensure that a Type HI environm.ental declaration contains relevant and verifiable LCA information based on 
the ISO 14040 series of standards the programme operator shall establish transparent procedures for 

- PCR review including review of the LCA, LCI. infonnation modules and additional environmental 
information on which the PCR are based (see 8 1 2). 

Independent verification of the LCA LCI. information modules and additional environmental information 

on which the declaration is based (see 8 13). and 

— independent verification of the Type 111 environmental declaration (see 8 1 4) 
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5.8 Flexibility 

For Type 111 envffonmental declarations to be successful in improving environmental ""^erstanding of 
productrit IS .mportant that these declarations mamtain their technical credibility while providing flexibility, 
practicality and cost-effectiveness of application. 

This International Standard allows 

— a range of different types of bodies to t^wrate a Type III environmental declaration programme (see 3.4 
arKl Clause 6). 

— use of relevant stages of the life cycle, provided necessary information is supplied (see 7.2.5), and 
provision of additional environmental information (see Figure 2 and 7.2.3). 

5.9 Transparency 

To ensure that a Type III environmental declaration can be understood and correctly interpreted by any 
person interested in the information, the programme operator shall ensure the availability of 

— general programme instructions (see 6 4), 

— a list of all published PCR documents within the programme, 

— PCR documents, and 

— explanatory material, as specified in this International Standard (see 7 2.1 and 9 2 3) 

6 Programme requirements 

6.1 General 

Type Ml environmental dectaralion programmes are voluntary and have a set of rules guiding their overall 
acbnimstration and t^wration These rules, managed by a programme operator, are referred to as general 
programme mstriictions 

An overview of Type 111 environmental declaration programme development and operation with references to 
relevant clauses of this International Standard can be found in Annex A. 

8.2 Scope of the programme 

The scope of the programme shall be clear and shaM define whether the programme is limited, for example, to 
a certain geographical area or to certain industrial sectors, products or groups of products 

A programme should be accessible to all organizations interested in developing a PCR or Type III 
environmental declarations wrthm the defined scope 

6.3 Responsibilities of the programme operator 

The programme operator shall be responsible for the administration of a Type Ml environmental declaration 
programme 

This administration includes, but is not limited to the following tasks 

a) preparing, maintaining and communicating general programme instructions. 

b) publishing the names of the organizations actually involved as interested parlies in the programme 
development (not individual names). 
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c) ensuring that the Type III environmental declaration requirernents are fcliowed (se<» Clause 7), 

d) establishing a procedure to safeguard the consistency of data wit^im a progfamme 

e) maintaining publicly available lists and records of PCR documents and Type III enwonmental 
declarations within the programme; 

f) publishing PCR documents and Type III environmental declarations withm the programme, 

g) monitoring changes in procedures and documents of related Type III envitonmental dedaratton 
programmes and revising procedures and documents when necessary. 

h) ensuring the selection of competent independent venfiers and PCR review partel merrt)ers (see 8 2 3). 

i) establishing a transparent procedure for the PCR review (see 8 12), including the scope of the review, 
details of the review and how the PCR review panel is constituted, 

j) establishing procedures to avoid misuse of references to this International Standard tfie Type III 
environmental declaration programme, its Type III environmental declarations and, where relevant, its 
logo. 

6.4 General programme instructions 

The programme operator shall prepare general programme instructions describing tt>e opefafion of the 
programme including, but not limited to, the following information 

a) scope of programme, 

b) objectives of the programme; 

c) identification of programme operator: 

d) intended audience of the programme, which may be business-to-business (B-loB) or business-to- 
consumer (B-to-C), or both; 

e) involvement of interested parties, 

procedure for definition of product categories. 

g) procedure for the management of the data and documentation used, such procedures may be based on 
ISO 14001 2004. 4 4 5. or ISO 14044 2006. Clause 5, 

h) data confidentiality management, 

i) procedure for development and maintenance of PCR. including 

— content of PCR. 

— rules for period of validity, which must include consideration of changes in relevant infomiafion 
affecting the PCR. and 

— selection procedure for predetermined parameters, 
j) procedure for indepiendent verification, including 

— competence of verrfiers, and 

— competence of PCR review panel. 
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k) funding sources and other resources provided for programme development and operation; 

I) periodic review of the programme instructions; 

m) fees, if relevant 

The general programme instructions shall be available to any person on request. 

6.5 Invotvcment of interested parties 

The programme operator shall identify and mvite interested parties to participate in the programme ^ 

development by an open consultation process (see 5 5), and shall ensure that the role of interested parties in ' 

the process is made dear and open to enable their participation 

This consultation process shall specifically cover 

-~ the development of PCR, and 

— the set of rules that describes the general methodological and procedural aspects of how/ to produce and 
venfy a Type III environmental declaration 

Reasonable efforts should be made and resources and time should be made available to achieve this. 

Interested parties shall be given adequate time for review and access to details and sources of information 
used The consultation process shall also ensure that interested parties who comment on the general 
programme instructions or trie PCR receive consideration of. and response to, their comments VKithin a 
reasonable lime 

Tne consiJtaiioh process for th^ participation of interested parties may include the use of selected groups of 
interested parties' representatives, for instance through consultation boards, advisory committees or public 
hearings 

6.6 Procedure for definition of product categories 

Within !ht> (established consuitatmn process, the programme operator shall ensure that product categories are 
defined us.ng a transpareni procedure When products have similar 'unctions and applications, the basis for 
assigning a group of producis so a product category shall be that the same functional unit can be applied. 

6.7 Procedure for the development of PCR 

6 7.1 OoveJoping the contents of a PCR document 

Progranr^'' operators shou d fac'!itate harmo'n-^ation v,hen dpvelopinq PCR for a product category by 
consderin^ ine adoption .-^t -.-adiy available PCR documents m the same product category and 'n ihe 
appropriate marKe! area However, there may be valid reasons for developing PCR document,s thai have a 
differed! cu."tent from those thai are already existing The jusf.t^cation f-j.r differing from existing PCR shah'be 
based on tna content of existing PCR docume.its. and shall not for exa-r.oie be basf='d on trie oriqm of anv 
particular ?X:R ' 

The ef'.rts undertaker to acnieve harmonization, the outcome and 'he explanations for no! usinq read'iy 
avadab'e ''■ ' » strati be repcf'^d n the PCR docu-^ent 

The PCR >'>a:: .dentrfy ard doci.rr.eP? the goal and scope of the uCA-based information for the product 

category an.i the rules for r^oduc.ng the additional environmental information fo- the product cateao^v The * 

f-UR shaa ,iso determine the i,'e cycle stages to be included ihe parameters to be covered, and the way ,n I 

which the oarameters shaU be cciiated and reported ^ | 
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For the sake of completeness and consistency the PCR shaii bt Lased or one t ' note life cycle 
assessments ;in accordance with the ISO 14040 senes of s'a'idaiCo, anj jihe- li-ifevant i.;uj,es lo identify 
requirernents for add t.onal environmenta! intormation These life cycie asieisn-ents a'.il other relevant 
stud'es shaP be referenced in the PCR docurnen; 

The steps shown in Figure 1 are recomrr.ended for the preparat.on of a PCR document 



Define 
product category 



Collect and'or produce 

appropriate LCA 



PCR Specify common 
goal and all relevant rules 
for product category LCA, 
predetermined parameters, 

rules on additional 

environmental information, 

requirements for reporting. 

Wnte instructions on how to 

produce the data required 

for the declaration 



Figure 1 — Steps in preparation of a PCR document 

The programme operator shall produce the PCR document using the established consuNation process 
including the involvement of interested parties The PCR document shall include the following 

a) product category definition and descnption (e g function, technical performance and use), 

b) goal and scope definition for the LCA of the product, according to the ISO 14040 series, ir»cluding 

— functional unit, 

— system boundary 

— description of data, 

— criteria for the inclusion of inputs and outputs, 

— data quality requirements including coverage, preasion. compteteness, representativeness 
consistency, reproducibility, sources and uncertainty, and 

— units; 

c) inventory analysis, including 

— data collection, 

— calculation procedures, and 

— allocation of materia! and energy flows and releases: 
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d) impact category selection aPd caiciilation r^ies \' aopiied, 

e) predetermined parameters for repoiting o' LCA data (inventory data categories and impact category 
ma'ca'o'si see Note below ! 

f) requirements ^or provision of additional environmental information, including any methodological 
requirerrents vC g specifications for hazard and risk assessment) see 7 2 3 for information; 

gi materials and substances to Se declared (e g information about product content, including specification 
of ma'er .ais and substances that can adversely affect human health and/or the environment, in all stages 
of the life cycle) 

h) instructions for producing the data required to develop the declaration (LCA, LCI, information modules 
and add vonal environmental information) 

1) instruct ons on the content and fc-mat of the Type Ml environm.enta! declaration (see 7.2); 

)) information on which stages are not considered, if the declaration is not based on an LCA covering all life 
cycle stages 

k) period cf va'idity 

NOTE P-ece'ermired oa'arr.eters are t^e parameters on which environmental information about a product is to be 

sucDiied as i lent fied in the PCR 

6.7.2 Requirements for comparability 

Comparability of different Type III environmental declarations shall be deemed to have been achieved when 
the following conditions are met 

.11 The product category definition and description (eg function, technical performance and use) are 

Identical 

hi The goal and scope definition for the LCA of the product, according to the ISO 14040 series has the 

foHONvmg characteristics 

the functional unit is identical 

the System boundary is equivalent, 

the f!i-?script. on of data is equiv.iient. 

the '.riieria ♦,-f th^ »^c!usion of .-puts and outputs are identical. 

th^ data quaii'y requ.remen's ."dudmg coverage, precision, completeness representativeness 
consistency reproducibility sourres and uncprtamty are equivalent 

the units are identical 
ci f-'or the inventory analysis 

the methods o* data coi!e<:tion a'e equiva'en!. 
' the calculation procedures are •denticai and 

the allocation of material and energy flows and releases is equivalent. 
di ■rr,pa.-t category selection and calculation rules if applied, are identical 
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e) Predetermined parameters for reporting of LCA data (inveiloiy data catepo**!. and impad category 

indicators) are identicat 

f) Requirements for provision of additional environmental mfoimation mcSuding any mettiodotogicai 
leqi.'irements (e g specifications for hazard and nsk assessment) are equivalent 

g) Materials and substances to be declared (eg information about product content including sf>ecification 
of materials and substances that can adversely affect human healtti and/or the environment, in all stages 
of the life cycle) are equivalent 

h) Instructions for producing the data required fo create the declaration (LCA. LCI information modules and 
additional environmental information) are equivalent 

i) Instructions on the content and format of the Type III environmental declaration are equivalent 

j) If the declaration is not based on an LCA covering all lite cycle stages if^formation on which sirfgis are 
not considered is equivalent 

k) Period of validity is equivalent 

In order to compare Type III environmental declarations based on information modules cithpi tne 
environmental impacts of omitted life cycle stages of the products shall not be significant or Vie data c! 
omitted life cycle stages shall be identical within the accepted uncertainly of the data 

6.8 Procedure for the application of LCA methodology 

6.8.1 Oissemlnating infonnation about the general LCA methodology 

To facilitate comparability between declarations the programme operator shall ensure mfofmation ib mado 
available about the general methodological aspects of Type HI environmental declarations These 
methodological aspects may include the choice of calculation methods and system boundary and ditte'ent 
demands for data quality 

6.8.2 Application of LCA methodology 

The quantified environmental information m a Type 111 environmental declaration shall be based on 

—■ results from one or more life cycip assessments in accordance with the ISO 14040 series of standards oi 

- information modules (sop 3 13! if used 

This subclause describes two methodological options for Type III environmental decla'ations arx) proofammes 
Figure 2 shows the different opt ons The common element is that each option is baseo cp i'!(. cycle mve' , jr, 
analysis (LCI) in accordance wnh the ISO 14040 series 

The following parameters resulting from LCA or from information modules may be considerefl as 
predetermined parameters 

— a set of impact category indicator results (only option A) 

— a set of inventory results that are elementary flows (e g iron ore, CO2), 

— a set of data that do not represent elementary flows (e g waste) 
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The methodologies for Ihe develop'nent of Type III environmental dedarations shall follow one of the following 
paths, as shown m Figure 2: 

a) option A LCA study, induding the phases: goal and scope definition; inventory analysis (LCI); impact 
assessment (LCIA), interpretation. 

b) option B LCA study, including the phases: goal and scope definition; inventory analysis (LCI); 
interpretation 

Results from other envifonmental analysis tools shaH be used where relevant (see Figure 2). This additional 
environmental information is intended to ensure that all relevant environmental aspects of the product are 
covered in the Type III environmentai declaration. It may or may not be derived from an LCA. It may relate to 
other issues associated with '.f-e product's overall environmental performance These may include, for 
example, relevant environmental aspects related to sustainable development (see 7 2 3). 



m 




ISO 14040 LCA series 



Material flows 

e g Consumption of energy, resources and materials, 
and emission data (LCI) 




Environmental impacts 

eg Ozone depletion. glot>al 

warming, eutrophication. 

acidification (LCIA) 




Additional environmental information 

e g Hazard and risk assessment, infomiation on 
t*ie absence o' substances 




Type III environmental declaration 



t'^^Z^ ~ ^*** '**"*'*"* methodological options for 
Type III environmental declarations and pr^rammel 
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7 Declaration requirements 

7.1 General 

Type Hi environmental declarations are intended to faalitate companson of the environmental attributes ot 
products that meet equivalent functional requirements Quantitative data shall tie reported m appropriate and 
consistent units of measurement as prescrit)ed by PCR Qualitative data, wheie provided shall tie 
comparable. The same methods or systems should be used to produce the qualitative information and these 
methods and systems shall be identified Details ot the PCR shall be available upon request to the purchasei 
or user of the product 

7.2 Declaration content 

7.2.1 General 

All Type III environmental declarations in a product category shall follow the format and include the 
parameters as identified in the PCR provided by the programme operator 

The following information shall be included in any Type III environmental declaration according to the PCR 

a) identification and descnption of the organization making the declaration. 

b) description of product, 

c) product identification (eg model number); 

d) name of the programme and the programme operator's address and. tf relevant logo and website. 

e) PCR identification; 

date of publication and period of validity, 

9) data from LCA, LCI or information modules (see 7 2 2), 

h) additional environmental information (see 7 2 3), 

i) conten: declaration covering materials and substances to be declared (e g information atxjut product 
content, including specification of materials and substances that can adversely affect human health and 
the "environment, in all stages of the life cycle). 

j) information on which stages are not considered, if the declaration is not based on an LCA covering all life 
cycle stages, 

k) statement that environmental declarations from different programmes may not be comparable. 

I) information on where explanatory malenal may be obtained 

With appropriate justification, requirement i) does not apply to propnetary information relating to matenats and 
substances covered by intellectual properly rights or similar legal restrictions It may also not be appropriate 
for declarations concerning intangible products 

In addition to that listed in a) to I), the information in Figure 3 (except for the notes) shall be ctearty provided m 
the Type III environmental declaration 
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! PCR ' review^', was conducted by 

' na^,e and organization of the chair, and information on how to contact the chair through the 

! programme operator • 



Undependent verification of the declaration and data, according to ISO 14025:2006 

i interna! external 

■ I v'.'here appropriate-) Third party verifier 

! --name of the third party verifier> 



P.-oduci category rules are m accordance with 6 7.1 

PCR review is .n accordance with 8 1 2 

Oct ofiai 'or businessto business communication, mandatory for business-to-consumer communication (see 9.4). 

Figure 3 — Demonstration of verification 



7.2.2 Data from LCA, LCI or information modules 

A Type 111 environmental declaration shall, according to the selected option (see Figure 2), include the relevant 
data from LCAstudies LCI-studies and/or information modules. These may include, but are not limited to, the 
following categories derived from the life cycle stages or additional environmental information. These data 
shall be clearly separated m the following three categories: 

a) data from life cycle inventory analysis (LCI), according to the PCR, including 

consumption of resources, including energy, v^ater and renewable resources, and 
emissions to air. water and soil. 

b) indicator results of l.fe cycle impact assessment (LCIA), if applied, including 

climate change 

depletion of the stratospheric ozone layer, 

acidification of land and water sources. 

— eutrophication, 

formation of photochemical oxidants. 

- - depletion of fossil energy resouices. and 

depletion o' mineral resources. 

c) other data such as quantrties and types ot waste produced (hazardous and non-hazardous waste). 

L')^.tTt'^r!L'^,o^^L^n/fnT.!!''^" ^ ""T^' '^^' '^^"'^ "^'^^^^ ^«*^«^ ^^^ declaration applies to the 
product. Of only to a part of a product or packaging, or to an element of a service. 



14 



IS/ISO 14025 : 2006 



7.2.3 Additional environmental Infonnation 

A Type HI environmental declaration shall include, where relevant, additional mlormation related to 
envirc-imental issues, ether than the environmental information derived from LCA iCI or information modules 
[see C 7 ' f)] This information shall be separated from the information described in 7 2 2 Identification of the 
sign'liCcint environmental aspects should, as a minimum take into consideration the (ollowmg 

a) information on environmental issues, such as 

') impact(s) and potential impact(s) on biodiversity. 

2) toxicity related to human health and/or the enviionment, and 

3) geographical aspects relating to any stages of the life cycle (e g a discussion en the relation 
between the potential environmental impactfs) and the location of the product system). 

b) data on product performance, if environmentally significant. 

c) the organization's adherence to any environmental management system, vyiith a statement on where an 
interested party may find details of the system. 

d) any other environmental certification programme applied to the product and a statement on where an 
interested party may find details of the certification programme. 

e) other environmental activities of the organization, such as participation m recycling or recovery 
programmes, provided details of these programmes are readily available to the purchaser or user and 
contact information is provided, 

f) information that is derived from LCA but not communicated in the typical LCI or LCIA t>ased formats, 

g) instructions and limits for efficient use: 

h) hazard and risk assessment on human health and the environment, 

I) information on absence or level of presence of a matenal in the product that is considered of 
environmental significance in certain areas [see ISO 14021 1999, 5 4 and 5 7 r)], 

j) preferred waste management option for used products, 

k) potential for incidents that can have impact(s) on the environment 

Additional environmental information shall only be related to environmental issues Information and 
instructions on product safety unrelated to the environmental performance of the product shall not be part of a 

Type III environmental declaration 

7.2.4 Requirements for additional environmental information 

All additional environmental information shall be presented in a manner that clearly indicales ttiat it is not pari 
of the LCA^, LCI- and information module-based data. 

Additional environmental information shall 

a) be Dased on information that is substantiated and verified, in accordance with the requirements of 
ISO 14020 and Clause 5 of ISO 14021:1999, 

b) be speafic, accurate and not misleading. 

c) be relevant to the particular product. 
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d) be unlikely lo result ,n m.smterpfetat.on particularly through the omission of certain facts, 

e) only relate to an env,ro<,rT,en,al aspect that erther exists, is likely to l>e realised during the l,fe cycle of the 
product or is related to the life cycle of the product. 

f) not make a corriparat^e assertion, but shall be comparable within the product category. 

9) only state ,he absence of a substance as " free" when the level of the spec'fi^'j^^s;;';^'; "'^ *^ "° ^°^^ 
than that which would be found as an acknowledged trace contaminant or background level. 

h) not refer to the absence of substances or features that are not or have never been associated with the 
product category, and 

I) if using symbols, follow the lequirements outlined in ISO 14021:1999. 5.8 and 5.9. 
7.2.5 Type III environmental declarations based on Information modules 

Type ill environmental declarations for one or more life cycle stages may be prepared using information 
modules 

information modules may be combined to obtain an LCA covering all life cycle stages on which to base a Type 
III environmental declaration for a product under the following conditions: 

me information modules for all stages of the life cycle and for all parts of the product are combined (see 
Annex B) 

all requirements of ISO 14040 series are fulfilled (see 6 8 2); 

the PCR of the product category are satisfied (see 67 1) 

Component and material suppliers should provide information, when available, about use and the end-of-life 
stages 

If the information modules combined \n a Type III environmental declaration do not cover the life cycle of the 
product then the omissions shall be slated 

If relevant aspects and impacts of the life cycle are not included in the information modules, the Type 111 
environmental declaration shall be supported with relevant additional environmental information and the 
omissions shall be justified 

Annex B provides a simple example of how information modules and Type III environmental declarations 
based on information modules can be combined to develop a Type III environmental declaration based on an 

LC*^ covering all life cycle stages 

7.3 Updating the declaration 

An organi7at«Dn may need to correct or amend information included in the Type III environmental declaration. 
Type ill environmental declarations shall be reassessed and updated as necessary to reflect changes in 
technoiogv Of other circumstances that could alter the content and accuracy of the declaration. When updating 
a Type III environmental declaration, the same requirements shall be fulfilled as in the development of the 
original declaration i e verification of the changes in the LCA-based data, additional environmental 
information and the declaration 

The organisation making the Type III environmental declaration is responsible for notifying the programme 
operator of the requested changes m the Type 111 environmental declaration and supplying the programme 
operator with a document from the verifier confirming conformance with relevant requirements. The 
programme operator shall publish the updated declaration 
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8 Verification 

8.1 Procedure for review and independent verification 

8.1.1 General veriHcation issues 

In developing a Type III environmental declaration programme, the rules for verification shall be set up in 
accordance with this International Standard and with ISO 14020 and the ISO 14040 senes 

The programme operator shall establish the appropriate verification proceduie (see 6 4) lo ensure the 
declaration complies with all general programme instructions This procedure shall include the verification 
format and documentation as well as adequate access to verification rules and results 

Although the data shall be independently venfied either internally or externally this could but does not 
necessarily mean third-party verification Consequently, the use of third-party verification as a final step is a 
decision for the programme operator 

Specific requirements for verification (see 9 4) apply when using Type III environmental declarations for 
business-to-consumer communication 

8.1.2 PCR review 

The PCR review shall be conducted by a third-party panel, which shall have as a minimum a chair and two 
members The PCR document shall include the results of the PCR review as well as comments and 
recommendations made by the panel members 

The PCR review shall demonstrate that 

— the PCR have been developed in accordance with the ISO 14040 series of st»idards and specifically m 
accordance with 6.7.1 of this International Standard. 

—- the PCR fulfil the general programme instructions, and 

— the LCA-based data, together with the additional environmental information prescubed by the PCR give a 
description of the significant environmental aspects of the product 

The programme operator may define additional tasks for the PCR review panel 

8.1.3 Independent verification of data 

Independent verification of data from LCA, LCI and information modules, and of additional envifonmonJ^i 
information shall as a minimum confirm the following 

a) conformance with the PCR, 

b) conformance with the ISO 14040 series of standards, 

c) conformance with general programme instructions for the Type Hi environmental declaration. 

d) fhat data evaluation includes coverage, precision completeness representativeness consistency 
reproducibility, sources and uncertainty. 

e) the plausibility, quality and accuracy of the LCA-based data 

f) the quality and accuracy of additional environmental information , 

g) the quality and accuracy of the supporting information 

The programme operator may define additional tasks for the independent venfiei 
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8 1 4 Independent verification of the Type III environmental declaration 

The independent verification procedure shall as a rr.immun-, be appropriate to determine whether the Type III 
environmental declaration is in conformance with 

ISO 14020 and the relevant requirements of this International Standard. 

general programme instructions (see 6 4), and 

- current and relevant PCR 

The verification procedure shall tie transparent The independent verifier shall generate a report documenting 
the verification process, while adhenng to the obligations of 8 3 covering rules for data confidentiality This 
report shall be available to any person upon request 

The verification procedure shall confirm whether the information given in the Type III environmental 
declaration accurately reflects the information in the documents on which the declaration is based. The 
verification procedure shall also confirm whether this information is valid and scientifically sound 

The PCR review and the independent verification of the Type III environmental declaration are two separate 
processes The independent verification of the Type III environmental declaration may be carried out by the 
PCR review panel or may be earned out by an independent verifier who may or may not have been a 
member of the PCR review panel 

8.2 Independence and competencies of verifiers and PCR review panel 

8.2.1 Independence of verifiers 

Independent verifiers, whether internal or external to the organization, shall not have been involved in the 
execution of the'LCA or the development of the declaration, and shall not have conflicts of interests resulting 
from their position m the organization 

8.2.2 Competence ef verifiers 

The programme operator shall esiabl-sh minimum requirements for the corr.petenrs cf verifiers incluo:ri"! 

knowledge of relevant sect.-r. sroauct and product related environmental aspects. 

process arxi product knowledge of the product category. 

expertise in LCA and rnethodology for LCA work. 

knowledge of relevant standards m the fields of environmental labelling and declarations and LCA. 

knowledge of the regulatory framework v.th.r: v.r.icn requirements for Type 111 environmental declarations 
hctvf fccer. prepared, and 

knowledge of ttie Type Ml environmental declarations programme 

8.2.3 Competence of PCR review panel 

The programme operator shaU establish minimum requirements for competence of ttw PCR revievw panel The 
comtiir>ed competencies o* the PCR review panel should include 

general background knowtedfle of the relevant sector, product and product- related environmental aspects, 
expertise m LCA artd methodology for LCA work, 
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— awareness of relevant standards in the fields of environmental labelling and dedarattoos and LCA 

— knowledge of the regulatory framework within the scope of the PCR. and 

— knowledge of the programme for Type III environmental declarations 

In addition, the programme operator shall ensure a reasonable mix of interested party perspectives »nd 
Gomoetencies 

8.3 Rules for data confidentiality 

Product-specific data are often confidential because of 

— competitive business requirements, 

— proprietary information covered by intellectual property rights, or 

— similar legal restrictions. 

Such confidential data are not required to be made public The declaration typically only provides data 
aggregated over all or relevant stages of the life cycle Business data identified as confidential that is provided 
for the independent venfication process shall be kept confidential, in accordance v^ith general programme 
instructions (see 6.4). 

If the programme operator determines, based on the verification report, that the data supporting the T^-pc ;i; 
environmental declaration are inadequate, the declaration shall not be published 

9 Additional requirements for developing Type III environmenUt declarations for 
business-to-consumer communication 

9.1 General 

The programme operator shall consider the potential audience for any Type III environmental declarations 
under development. Although it is anticipated that most Type III environmental declarations wiH be developed 
for use in business-to-business communication, there may be declarations intended and/or used to provide 
this type of detailed, quantitative data in business-to-consumer communication 

The requirements of 9 2 to 9.4 shall apply m addition to those of the other clauses when Type Ml 
environmental declarations are intended for, or likely to be used by consumers The requirements of 9 2 to 
9 4 shall also apply when the potential audience for the Type ill environmental declaration can be considered 
to be a consumer as defined in 3 16 

9.2 Provision of information 

9.2.1 Content of declaration 

Type III environmental declarations are complex and require considerable documentation No part of the 
required content of the declaration required by the PCR shai! be omitted or simplified for businessto- 
consumer communication. 

Type Hi environmental declarations shall be based on the life cycle of the product, unless 

information on specific stages (eg the use and end-of-Hfe stages of the product) .s not avatfabte and 
reasonable scenarios cannot be modelled, or 

— these stages may reasonably be expected to be environmentally insignificant 

It 
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Oniy jnder these ci'Cjfnstances can the spec.fic stages be excluded. A statement on omissions shall be 
;nciLifled :n the Type IM environmenta! declaration 

.Vn^jr,^ reason ibie scenarios 'or the specific stages can be modelled, those stages shall not be excluded. 
'"■sS:.i^Dt:D'^s r-'atie t: create the scenanos should be clearly stated in the PCR 

922 Availability of declaration 

''.LO " vnv '0'-"-r?nta' der'ara'.ons ntended for business-to-consume' communication shall be available to 

•"e ;onsi;'^-3' a' the po "" o' DJ'cnase 

9 2.3 Explanatory materia! 

/<'rien T/pe iH environmental declarations are used for business-to-consumer communication, the 
organi^at on making the deciaiation shaii provide, upon request and at a reasonable cost, extra explanatory 
mater'ai :c 'ac .■ tate consurnei unde-'standing of the data in the declaration. The organization making the 
dec:ar3!.o.i sna;: p^b'sh information allowing a consumer to contact the organization from any area in which 
•ne C'odoCt s soid Suitable means of contacting the organization may include telephone or other electronic 
access f/eans o' obtaining the explanatory material shall be clearly stated in the declaration. 

9.3 Involvement of interested parties 

In addition to the requirements of 5 5, the interested parties involved in the development of a Type 111 
envi'onmentai declaration or programnne for use in business-to-consumer corhmunication shall Include 
ropresentatives of both consumer interests and environmental interests These representatives may be 
selected cy 'oc:i' r^ationai or regional groups, bodies or organizations 

The p'.^grarr.rri!? operator shall be responsible for facilitating this participation. 

9.4 Verification 

verfication required m this l.'iternational Standard shall in the case of Type III environmental declarations 
L.sed f.ir business to consumer communication be earned out by a third party (see competence for verifiers 

.rr ,■? 2) 

'.Vhen tho mteniipd audience for the Type HI environmental declaration is a consumer, as defined in 3.16, the 
Ipria-Mtion shall ripariy state that the verification was performed by a competent third party. 
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Annex A 

(informative) 

Type III environmental declaration programme development 

and operation scheme 



Table A.1 


— Type III environmental declaration programme development and operation 


scheme 


Body 


Flow 
(steps and results) 


Activities/procedure 


Subclause 


Organizations 


Programme 
operator 


Others 


Main 


Sub 




Programme 
operator [eg. 
company(ies), 
industry 
sector, trade 
association or 
independent 
body] 


) 




Programme 
establishment 




6.1 


Programme 
development 




1 


' 




'. 


Programme 
operator 


Interested parties 




General 

programme 

instructions 
1/ 




Development of the 
programme 
(including open 
consultation) Not 
necessary if 
programme already 
exists 




6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, 8.3 










Organizations 


Programme 
operator 


Interested parties 


' 


r 


Development of the 
PCR document 
(including open 
consultation) Not 
necessary if PCR 
already exist 




6 5,6.7,8,3 


r ^ 

Product category 

rules (PCR) 

development 

V J 


Organizations 


Programme 
operator 


Interested parties 




Definition of product 
category 


6.6 






Organizations 




Interested parties 




1 


' 






Collection or 
creation of product 
category LCA-based 
information 


6.7.1,6.7.2, 
68 


Organizations 


Programme 
operator 


Interested parties 




PCR 






Development of the 
PCR document 


6.7.1,6 7.2 






PCR review 
panel: 

independent 
competent panel 
members 








PCR review 


8.1,2 




1 


' 
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Table A.1 {continued) 



Body 








ActivitiesVprocedu re 


Subclause 


Organization* 


Program ine 
operator 


Oit»n 


(steps and rcsutts) 


Main 


Sub 


Ogam/ations 






,, 


Drafting of 
dedaration 




7 172 1, 
7 22. 723 






Independent 
venfte* 


Draft Type III 
environmental 


Independent 
venficatiofi 


■ 


1 1 fi 2 
8 3 






i'xJependeni 

verifief 


dedaratKXi 




Verification of LCA 
data 


8 13 83 






Independent 

verrfier 


' ' 




Independent 
venfication of the 
declaration 


a 14, 8 3 


Indepefxtent 
venficatioo 






Third party 




Third-party 
venfication 

Not mandatory, 
except for 8 to C 
fsee Clause 9) 


81 1,94 




' 


Oganizalions 


Progr3mrv:e 
operator 






\ 


Recording and 
put)iication of tt>e 
declaration 




63 




Type III 

envirorwnental 

dedaratKX! 

cr 


Orga/>t/3ttons 




Addressed 
rtudience 


Communication 
and use of the 
declaration 




Communica- 
tion is not 
covered by 
the scope of 

tfllS 

International 
Standard 






CJ»q;*r^<.'at(Cfts 


*'-t>^rarnme 


Inrtfnx^'XJent 






Updating of Ifie 
declaration 




73 
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Annex B 

(informative) 

Example illustrating the development of a Type III environmental 

declaration from information modules contained in Type III 

environmental declarations of parts of products 



B.1 The product for which this example of a Type III environmental declaration is made is a refillable glass 
bottle for beverages consisting of the following three parts: 

a) glass body; 

b) aluminium cap; 

c) printed paper label. 

B.2 For the glass body, three different information modules are submitted, as follows: 

a) an inlormation module of the material production and the production of the glass body; 

b) an information module of the transport, cleaning and refilling of the glass body, which is assigned to the 

use stage; 

c) an information module of the collection and recycling of the glass body, after a certain number of uses. 

For the aluminium cap, a Type III environmental declaration is submitted which covers the material production, 
the production of the cap, the recycling and the transport operations. The Type III environmental declaration 
does not include any data from the use stage of the cap. 

For the paper label, two different information modules are submitted: 

— an information module which covers the material production, paper production and printing operations; 

— an information module of waste disposal by incineration. 

No specific information module exists for the transport and use of the paper label. 

As shown in Figure B.1, the information modules of the three different life cycle stages of the glass body can 
be combined to a Type Mi environmental declaration which covers all the stages of the life cycle. 

By combining the information modules and the information from the Type III environmental declarations of the 
glass body, the aluminium cap and the paper label, a Type III environmental declaration of the refillable glass 
bottle can be made. However, the adjustment should consider the transport of the aluminium cap and the 
paper label from the filler to the user. It also has to consider the fact that during the life of the glass bottle, a 
specific number of aluminium caps and paper labels are used, which is given by the average number or trips 
of the refillable bottle 

NOTE 1 Information modules may be but do not have to be a Type 111 environmental declaration. However, it is 
understood that any box labelled as a "Type III environmental declaration" must have an associated PCR. 

NOTE 2 Manufacturers tiave the choice whettier to compile information modules into Type III environmental 
declarations or info Information modules. In this example, the glass body manufacturer has chosen to make a Type III 
environmental declaration, whilst the paper label manufacturer has compiled the data to make an information module. 
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